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Beyond Religion and Secularism: Gender Equality 
in the Inheritance Debate in Tunisia and the 
Formation of the Non-Authoritarian Reasoning 
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Abstract: This study presents the ongoing debate in Tunisia about inheritance 
equality between males and females, and examines the arguments used by both 
proponents and opponents of the new draft law. It analyses 64 arguments offered 
by Tunisian politicians, academics and media figures in 2018. The paper thus 
poses three research questions. What types of arguments have been put forward 


for the bill? What is the role of religion in the public debate? Does the discussion 
demonstrate a continuation of the politics of identity and polarization between 


HOLD ler VI Le Le all Alomoll 5 ans ae 5 ES NI Lol 5 pla Yi le Sul 2 
Professor of Sociology at the American University of Beirut, and editor of Zdafat: the Arab Journal of Sociology. 
209 70 qe SN duel] 5 Leleze VI plat 5 dot 3 


Researcher in social sciences at the American University of Beirut. 


Issue 8/32 32<1l € 
Spring 2020 &uy Ve 


the different elites, or is there any imclination towards a more reasonable debate”? 
The Maeve Cooke concept was used for authoritarian versus non-authoritarian 
logic. The study concludes that the debate used a common language, which 
facilitated the reduction of exclusionary authoritarian tendencies and of historical 
polarization through dialogue in the public sphere. 

Keywords: Inheritance, Gender Equality, Tunisia, Non—-Authoritarian Thinking, 
Secularism, Religiosity. 
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